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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE 

WATER  AND  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
BEWDLEY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 

Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1957. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  Report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections: — 

“ A ” Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

“ B ” General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

“ C ” Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

“D”  Housing. 

“ E ” Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

“ F ” Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


SECTION  “A” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  (in  acres)  3,681 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid- 

1957)  4,920 

Population  (Census  1951) 4,756 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  and  self-contained 

flats  (end  of  1957)  1,660 

Rateable  Value  £40,738 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate  £160 

Industry  within  the  Borough  is  on  a small  scale,  the  area  being 
mainly  residential.  The  principal  source  of  local  employment  is  a 
factory  processing  Anim^  Feeding  Stuffs,  Seeds,  Fertilisers,  etc., 
where  70  persons  were  employed  during  1957. 

Other  sources  of  employment,  besides  Agricultural,  include  a 
Saw  Mill,  and,  remaining  from  the  traditional  Bewdley  industries, 
a Brass  Foundry,  Rope  Works,  and  Leather  Works. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA 


Live  Births 

Total 

1957 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1956 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

86 

39 

47 

75 

39 

36 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

1 

8 

4 

4 

90 

42 

48 

83 

43 

40 

The  Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  of  the 
Borough  was:  1957,  18.03  (1956,  17.0). 

The  Live  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was:  1957,  16.1 


(1956,  15.7). 

Still  Births 

1957 

1956 

Total 

?vlale  Female 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 — 

— - — — 

2 

2 — 

— — — 

The  Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  births  (Live  and  Still)  was: 
1957,  21.72  (1956,  Nil). 

The  Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  births  for  England  and  Wales 
was:  1957,  22.5. 

The  Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  in  the 
Borough  was:  1957,  0.40  (1956,  NiL. 


Deaths 


1957  1956 

Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female 

67  36  31  62  31  31 

The  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  : 
1957,  13.4  (1956,  12.7). 

The  Death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  : 
1957,  11.5  (1956,  11.7). 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  associated  with  childbirth 
during  the  year. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year 

1957 

1956 

Total 

Male  Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

3 

3 — 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— — 

2 

1 

} 

3 

3 — 

4 

2 

2 

These  three  infants  were  under  4 weeks  old,  and  the  causes  ot 
death  were:  (i)  Uraemia,  (ii)  Atelectasis  (postmaturity),  (iii) 
Subarachnoid  Haemorrhage  (Pulm.  Hyaline  Membrane). 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was:  1957,  33.3  (1956,  36.13). 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was:  1957. 
23.1  (1956,  23.8). 


Causes  of  Death 


Ref.  No. 

Male 

Female 

10,  11,  12, 

14. 

Caucer 

9 

5 

16. 

Diaoetes  ... 

2 

— 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

System  

4 

3 

18,  19, 

20. 

Heart  Disease 

11 

15 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

— 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

— 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrha-a 

— . 

1 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

Diseases 

4 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

— 

1 

TOTAL  36  31 


'I'hcrc  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  Diphtheria,  Measles, 
or  Whooping  Cough. 


SECTION  “B” 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 
Hospitals 

The  following  hospitals  administered  by  the  Midland  Regional 
Hospital  Board  are  available  : 

1.  The  Kidderminster  General  Hospital  for  general  medical 
and  surgical  cases. 

2.  The  Blakebrook  Hospital. 

3.  The  Hayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

4.  The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  at  Stourport. 

5.  The  Croft  Maternity  Home. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  is  provided  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority,  and  is  based  on  Kidderminster. 

Clinics 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  also  held  fortnightly,  with  a doctor 
in  attendance  monthly,  when  Diphtheria  immunisation  and 
vaccination  are  carried  out. 

Tuberculosis 

(1)  Treatment — A dispensary  is  held  twice  weekly  at  the 
Kidderminster  General  Hospital,  and  there  are  Sanatoria  at 
Knightwick  and  St.  Wulstans,  Malvern. 

(2)  Prevention  and  After-Care— Preventive  measures  of  this 
disease  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  are 
carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 

An  After-Care  Sub-Committee  administers  this  service  in  the 
district  in  conjunction  with  other  districts  in  the  Kidderminster 
Divisional  Area. 

Venereal  Disease 

A treatment  centre  is  operated  at  the  Kidderminster  General 
Hospital  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting 

There  are  two  District  Nurses  available  in  the  Borough,  one 
each  for  Bewdley  and  Wribbenhall.  There  is  also  one  whole-time 
Health  Visitor. 

Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section 
during  the  year. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
Home  Help  Service  has  been  established  in  the  district  and  is 
administered  locally  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  2 full-time,  17  part-time  and  6 occasional  home  helps 
were  employed,  and  93  Chronic,  21  General,  8 Maternity  and  2 T.B. 


cases  received  attention.  The  majority  of  Chronic  and  General  cases 
were  old  persons. 

This  has  proved  a most  valuable  service  to  the  community  in 
cases  of  need  in  the  various  types  of  domestic  emergency. 


SECTION  “C” 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  river-side  boreholes  in  the 
Blackstone  area,  the  main  source  being  from  a 20in.  x 361ft.  electric- 
ally-driven pump  delivering  60,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  water  is 
excellent  in  quality  and  there  is  a constant  supply  for  all  purposes. 
Water  samples  for  bacteriological  analysis  are  taken  monthly  and  for 
complete  chemical  analysis  twice  yearly. 

The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent,  and  no  action  has  been  neces- 
sary for  any  form  of  contamination  in  mains  supply. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  the  public  water  mains 
direct  to  the  house  is  1,590,  and  the  population  served  is  approxi- 
mately 5,150.  40  houses  are  supplied  from  stand  pipes  and  the 
population  served  is  approximately  100.  9 houses  obtain  water  from 
private  sources  and  the  population  served  is  approximately  30. 

Extension  of  Supply 

As  a result  of  further  unsatisfactory  samples,  and  requests  by 
the  residents  of  the  area.  Council  supply  mains  have  been  extended 
for  a distance  of  approximately  830  yards  along  St.  John’s  Lane. 
This  enabled  a piped  supply  to  be  provided  for  a further  six  dwell- 
ings. Two  houses,  situated  some  distance  away  from  this  main,  are 
yet  without  a mains  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

No  serious  nuisance  has  occurred  during  the  year  concerning 
the  drainage  systein  in  general. 

Two  dwellings  in  Spencer  Avenue,  Wribbenhall,  were  provided 
with  main  sewerage  facilities  and  thus  discontinued  the  further  use 
of  two  cesspools.  Four  more  houses  were  connected  to  the  main 
sewer  but  some  delay  has  occurred  in  providing  the  necessary  water 
closets  to  complete  the  conversion.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  done 
within  the  near  future. 

River  Flooding 

Some  houses  were  flooded  to  a depth  of  several  inches  during 
September  when  the  River  Severn  overflowed  its  banks  after  a period 
of  prolonged  rainfall.  The  usual  precautionary  measures  were  taken 
in  case  the  flooding  became  more  serious,  but  this  did  not  prove  to 
be  the  case.  Supplies  of  disinfectant  were  issued  to  affected  house- 
holders to  assist  in  cleansing  the  premises  after  the  water  had  gone 
down. 


SECTION  “D” 

Housing 

New  Accommodation 

In  accordance  with  the  CouncH’s  interini  housing  programme  no 
new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Corporation  during  the  year. 
Eleven  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  and  one  older 
type  house  was  converted  into  two  fiats  with  the  aid  of  a conversion 
grant.  Other  large  old  houses  are  in  the  process  of  being  converted 
also. 

Slum  Clearance 

Action  by  the  Health  Department  in  relation  to  the  slum  clear- 
ance programme  is  still  awaiting  resolution  of  the  problem  of  pro- 
viding suitable  alternative  accommodation  for  persons  who  would  be 
displaced  from  unfit  property. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Six  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year. 

The  complicated  proceedings  required  to  obtain  a Certificate 
of  Disrepair  would  seem  to  deter  many  applicants.  A further 
deterrent — the  availability  of  official  forms— was  quickly  overcome 
by  the  Council  authorising  the  purchase  of  these  forms  for  sale  to 
applicants. 

Caravan  Sites 

There  are  now  four  sites  authorised  under  The  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act,  1947.  These  are  at:— 

(1)  The  Brant  Farm,  Upper  Blackstone; 

(2)  Hursts  Meadow,  Northwood  Lane; 

(3)  Council  Hill  Camp,  Cleobury  Road; 

(4)  Riverside  Caravan  Park,  Dowles  Road. 

New  permits  now  allow  a combined  total  of  412  Caravans. 

Further  extensions  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Riverside 
Caravan  Park  and  it  is  now  considered  that  additional  w.c.  accom- 
modation should  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible. 

New  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  at  the  W5rre  Hill 
Camping  Site  during  the  year.  This  site  has  been  in  use  for  many 
years  and  is  licensed  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Caravans 
are  not  permitted  and  do  not  use  the  site. 

SECTION  “E” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  taken  from  producers 
and  manufacturers,  and  all  chemical  examinations  of  food,  milk 
and  water  are  carried  out  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council 
Laboratory.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  consumer  samples  of 
milk,  water  and  ice-cream  are  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  of  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary,  in  addition  to  the 
routine  clinical  pathology. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  or  Suspected  Food  Poisoning  were 
notified  during  the  year. 

Meat  Inspection 

Meat  Inspection  Services  and  general  supervision  of  Food 
Premises  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the 
year.  See  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 


SECTION  “F” 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 
Dipththeria  Immunisation 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  at  either 
Clinics,  Schools  or  by  General  Practitioners,  was  as  follows  : 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Over  15 

Immunisation  ...  42  19  19  0 

Reinforcing  doses  0 0 23  0 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  at  either 
Clinics  or  by  General  Practitioners  was  as  follows  : 

Under  1 1-4  5-15  Over  15 

Vaccinations  ...  44  0 0 0 

Re-vaccinations  0 0 0 0 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  supply  of  vaccine  for  immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis 
remained  very  small  during  the  year,  and  only  six  children  received 
it. 

Influenza  Vaccine 

A small  quantity  of  Asian  type  vaccine  was  issued  to  Health 
Workers  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Notifications 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  shewn 
in  the  following  table: — 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

104 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

7 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  the  year. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Periods 

M. 

F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

0 

- 

- 

- - 

- - 

- - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

— 

- - 

— — 

_ _ 

20 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- - 

- - 

- - 

35 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

45 

- 

— 

- - 

_ _ 

— — 

55 

- 

1 

- 

- - 

- - 

65  & over 

- 

- 

- - 

- - 

- - 

- 2 


A total  number  of  24  T.B.  cases  on  the  Borough  Register  at 
December  31st,  1957,  were  as  follows  : 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

xM. 

F. 

M.  F. 

12 

11 

— 1 

CONCLUSION 

The  Public  Health  Services  provided  within  the  Borough  are 
generally  satisfactory.  The  introduction  of  a new  refuse  vehicle  has 
greatly  improved  this  service,  and  also  the  method  of  nightsoil  col- 
lection and  disposal. 

A constantly  recurring  nuisance  in  the  central  town  area  is  that 
of  water  in  cellars.  In  many  cases  the  source  of  the  water  is  untrace- 
able  and  there  appears  to  be  no  immediate  solution  to  the  problem. 
Many  owners  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  responsibility  for  abating 
this  nuisance  lies  v/ith  the  Corporation  but,  except  where  pubUc 
services  are  involved,  this  is  not  so. 

In  response  to  your  agreement  to  participate  in  the  Home  Safety 
Week  Campaign  in  November,  many  local  tradesmen  were 
approached  and  agreed  to  display  appropriate  posters.  These  posters 
and  other  leaflets  were  also  displayed  in  the  Electricity  Show  Rooms, 
Public  Library  and  Municipal  Offices.  Display  material  was  obtained 
from  the  County  Council,  who  sponsored  the  campaign,  and  further 
material  obtained  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Mayor,  Members  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Council’s  Staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the 
year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MARKHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Year  1957 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1957. 

HOUSING 

Although  only  6 applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  imder  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  many  interviews  have  taken 
place  for  the  purpose  of  giving  some  guidance  on  the  procedure  laid 
down  in  the  Act.  In  all  cases  it  was  stressed  that  the  guidance  given 
was  of  a general  nature,  and  not  to  be  regarded  as  advice  appertain- 
ing to  any  individual  case.  Where  inspections  have  taken  place  in 
response  to  tenants’  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  follow- 
up Notices  (under  Public  Health /Housing  Acts)  have  been  sent  to  the 
owners  regarding  urgent  items  that  may  have  been  omitted  from 
the  original  lists  submitted  by  tenants  on  Form  G. 

Further  details  of  housing  inspections  are  contained  in  the 
Summary  of  Work  of  the  department. 

Housing  Act,  1957 

An  interesting  case  followed  severe  fire  damage  to  the  roof  of  a 
dwelling  in  Wribbenhall.  The  owner  originally  refused  to  carry  out 
the  repairs  necessary  to  make  the  premises  habitable  and  refuted  all 
liability  owing  to  the  cause  of  the  damage.  Temporary  repairs  were 
carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Council  pending  the  outcome  of  Legal 
Notices.  The  work  was  eventually  done  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  10  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  on  expiration  of  a Statutory 
Notice  under  Section  9,  and  the  owner  subsequently  agreed  to  pay 
the  costs  incurred  by  the  Council  without  further  action  being  neces- 
sary. 

New  Drains 

For  record  purposes  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  October 
Pitch  Fibre  drain  pipes  were  used  for  the  first  time  within  the 
Borough  in  the  provision  of  main  sewerage  facilities  at  “ Yew  Trees,” 
Cleobury  Road,  Bewdley.  This  work  was  carried  through  in  4in. 
piping,  being  laid  in  part  through  the  garden  of  the  house  and  part 
under  the  busy  Birmingham /Ludlow  main  road. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

'i'hcrc  arc  77  food  shops  and  other  food-preparing  premises 
within  the  district.  Whilst  the  majority  of  these  premises  are  retail 
food  shops,  the  total  includes  school  canteens,  hotels,  etc.,  but  ex- 
cludes agricultural  properties.  The  majority  of  these  premises  were 
visited  at  least  once  during  the  year  and  others  more  frequently  as 
required.  Further  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 


Animals  in  shops  continue  to  be  a source  of  nuisance,  despite 
the  fact  that  shopkeepers  have  at  various  times  been  issued  with 
notices  requesting  customers  not  to  bring  dogs  into  food  shops.  It 
is  regretted  that  stricter  action  cannot  be  enforced. 

Meat  Inspection 

Nine  Slaughtermen’s  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year. 
Two  included  licences  to  slaughter  horses.  Three  Slaughterhouses 
were  re-licensed  in  July,  though  only  two  remain  in  regular  use. 

One  butcher’s  shop  and  slaughterhouse  changed  ownership  in 
August,  and  resulted  in  a lesser  number  of  cattle  being  slaughtered 
here,  as  previously  two  butchers  had  used  this  slaughterhouse 

A total  number  of  263  visits  made  to  food  premises  during  the 
year  included  141  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection 
purposes.  These  inspections  are  carried  out  at  the  time  of  slaughter- 
ing whenever  possible  or  as  soon  practicable  afterwards.  A detailed 
register  is  kept  of  all  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  within  the 
Borough,  together  with  details  of  meat  condemned  and  the  reasons 
therefor. 

The  table  set  out  below  indicates  the  number  of  carcasses  in- 
spected as  against  the  number  slaughtered. 


Carcasses  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

150 

Nil 

42 

1,481 

364 

Number  inspected 

133 

Nil 

35 

1,138 

295 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  ; 
Whole  carcasses  condemned 

Nil 





_ 

_ 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

34 



2 

12 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

25.5 

5.7 

1.04 

M^5 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

Nil 



Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

! 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.75 

1 ~ 

Nil 

Nil 

.33 

Condemned  Food 

The  total  quantity  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  slaughter- 
houses during  the  year  amounted  to  3cwt.  16ilbs.  Other  miscel- 
laneous foods  (mainly  canned  goods')  condemned  and  surrendered  as 
unfit  for  food  amounted  to  44  lbs.  12  ozs. 

Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  is  by  incineration,  except 
in  the  case  of  meat  and  offal  at  slaughterhouses.  This  is  stained 
green,  as  recommended,  and  collection  made  by  authorised  dealers. 


Milk  Distribution 

Dealers  (principal)  licences,  in  connection  with  the  distribution 


of  milk,  were  issued  as  follows 

Tuber^uHo  T-ct-^d  Mi’k 

Tub  r::Ti]j'  Tes  ed  Mi%  (Pas'^erirised''  1 

^'ernisfcl  Milk  ..  . ^ 

Pasteurised  MDk  ...  1 

r^ealers  (supp^^n^entat  ^ lie*  n‘xs  r®iied  were'— 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Fasvutised)  . 2 

Pasteurised  Milk 

S‘erilised  Milk  ...  ...  2 


Milk  (Special  Designation  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  194*^ 

39  samples  of  milk,  heat  treated  within  the  Borough,  were  taken 
by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  (Worces'ershire  County  Council) 
during  the  year.  Analysis  results  were  as  follows: — ^ 


Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Pass  iail 

i a:.  Fail  Void 

39  ~ — 

36  — 3 

Ice-Cream 

Two  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  regis- 
tration of  premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice-cream,  and  three 
notifications  regarding  change  of  ownership  or  registered  premises. 
Twenty-five  retailers  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice-cream,  many 
of  whom  deal  only  in  pre-packed  products. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  the  following  infestations  have  been  dealt  with 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries  and  Food. 

Corporation  Property  (excluding  dwelling 


houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Private  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Agricultural,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 253 


These  figures  are  taken  from  the  annual  return  as  required  by 
il.e  .Ministry  nnd  do  nor  indicotc  the  nctnul  number  of  treatments 
e uiictl  out.  'I  he  Corporation  tij\  for  example,  requires  fortnightly 
aiieniioii  at  least,  but  ;>liim'u  uuly  ouec  Iii  this  icluiii. 

Sewers 

Two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  in  com- 
pliance with  Ministry  requirements  and  this  enabled  the  local 
authority  to  qualify  for  financial  assistance  with  this  service. 

24  manholes  were  prebaited  in  the  Bewdley  area  and  17  in 
Wribbcnhall.  All  points  were  twice  revisited,  but  “ no  takes  ” were 
recorded. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 


This  service  has  undoubtedly  improved  since  the  introduction 
of  a new  refuse  vehicle  in  May.  The  vehicle  is  of  the  low-loading 
type  and  has  six  sliding  shutters  which  greatly  assist  in  preventing  the 
emission  of  dust  whilst  loading  and  travelling.  Loading  and  unload- 
ing time  is  saved  also,  though  this  may  not  be  so  obvious — when  it  is 
remembered  that  over  160  new  dwellings  have  been  erected  in  the 
Borough  during  the  last  four  years  and  that  some  of  these  dwellings 
are  in  such  isolated  places  as  Rock  Coppice  and  Hitterhill. 

The  continued  use  of  skeps  (baths)  in  the  collection  of  refuse 
is  regretted  but  unavoidable  on  present  costs.  The  time  saved  by 
single  journeys  with  skeps  is  considerable  and  to  discontinue  their 
use  would  add  considerably  to  collection  time.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
more  suitable  type  of  portable  container  may  eventually  become 
available. 

In  addition  to  house  refuse,  trade  refuse  is  collected  and  dis- 
posed of  by  controlled  tipping  at  a site  approximately  H miles  from 
the  town  centre.  A limited  amount  of  trade  refuse  is  retained  for 
salvage  (cartons,  containers,  etc.)  and  a total  quantity  of  14  tons 
5 cwts.  was  collected  and  sold  during  the  year.  A trial  period  of 
recovery  of  tins  and  ferrous  scrap  from  domestic  refuse  resulted  in 
2 tons  17  cwts.  being  salvaged.  The  cost  of  collection  far  exceeded 
the  value  of  the  metal  salvaged  and  a subsidy  to  the  value  of 
£10  14s.  was  paid  by  the  Midland  Area  Joint  Scrap  Survey  Com- 
mittee as  agreed.  No  further  recoveries  were  made. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  DEPARTMENT 


A total  number  of  1,210  visits  were  distributed  as  follows: — ■ 

Housing  defects,  overcrowding,  etc.  ...  ...  304 

Houses  let-in-lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Factories  (Part  I only)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Food  premises  (including  licensed  premises)  ...  ...  122 

Meat  inspections 141 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rodent  and  other  Pest  Control  (excluding  operators’ 
visits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Caravan  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Drains  and  sanitary  fittings  (old  property)  ...  ...  129 

Drains  and  sanitary  fittings  (new  property)  ...  ...  35 

Refuse  complaints.  Corporation  Tip,  etc.  65 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

957 

Rodent  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 


Total  1,210 


I am  , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  SHEEN, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


